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Current Drought 
Situation 

• Oklahoma Significant 
improvement in eastern third 
of state.  Status quo to minor 
improvement elsewhere.  

• New Mexico  Conditions 
continue to deteriorate.  

• Texas Continued short-term 
dryness leads to deteriorating 
conditions with exceptional 
drought expanding across 
deep South Texas and from 
Lake Amistad downstream 
along the Rio Grande. 

• New Mexico:  3 of the 4 largest reservoirs at 
less than 15% of storage.  The largest, 
Elephant Butte, at only 9% of capacity. Snow 
Water Equivalent generally less than 50% of 
normal statewide. 

• Texas:  Will likely enter the summer of 2013 
with the least stored water in at least 25 
years.  Statewide reservoir capacity currently 
at 66%, or 12% less than same time in 2012. 

• Rio Grande: Many agricultural water 
districts, which normally provide conveyance 
for municipal water with their irrigation 
water, may run out of water in 60 days. 

• Oklahoma: Altus Lake at 17% of capacity. 
City of Altus now in Stage 3 water 
conservation. 

Current/Ongoing Drought Impacts 



3-month Outlook 
Precipitation  

3-month Outlook 
Temperature   

Southern Plains 
Drought 

Summary 

• Continued improvement in drought conditions forecast across the eastern half of Oklahoma 
into northeast TX.  Some improvement forecast for central Oklahoma and north central TX.  

• Drought expected to persist through at least July across the remainder of TX and all of New 
Mexico.  

• Below Normal Precipitation 
expected for the most of 
New Mexico and Texas/ 
Oklahoma Panhandles for 
May/June/July (MJJ).  

• Equal Chances of Above, 
Normal, or Below Normal 
Precipitation for the rest of 
Oklahoma and Texas  

• High Confidence for Above 
Normal Temperatures for all 
of the Southern Plains 
during May/June/July (MJJ) 

• Increased Evaporation of 
any rain that does fall is 
likely with higher 
temperatures … further 
exacerbating surface 
reservoir levels. 
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